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2 Kings 20:1-11 Hezekiah's Healing              Study Session CZ Alive. 

2 Kings 20:1–11 ESV 

In those days Hezekiah became sick and was at the point of death. And Isaiah the prophet the son of 
Amoz came to him and said to him, “Thus says the LORD, ‘Set your house in order, for you shall die; you 
shall not recover.’ ” Then Hezekiah turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, saying, “Now, O 
LORD, please remember how I have walked before you in faithfulness and with a whole heart, and have 
done what is good in your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly. And before Isaiah had gone out of the 
middle court, the word of the LORD came to him: “Turn back, and say to Hezekiah the leader of my 
people, Thus says the LORD, the God of David your father: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your 
tears. Behold, I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the house of the LORD, and I will add 
fifteen years to your life. I will deliver you and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will 
defend this city for my own sake and for my servant David’s sake.” And Isaiah said, “Bring a cake of figs. 
And let them take and lay it on the boil, that he may recover.”  
 
And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What shall be the sign that the LORD will heal me, and that I shall go up to 
the house of the LORD on the third day?” And Isaiah said, “This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, 
that the LORD will do the thing that he has promised: shall the shadow go forward ten steps, or go back 
ten steps?” And Hezekiah answered, “It is an easy thing for the shadow to lengthen ten steps. Rather let 
the shadow go back ten steps.” And Isaiah the prophet called to the LORD, and he brought the shadow 
back ten steps, by which it had gone down on the steps of Ahaz. 

 

Character Study: King Hezekiah 

• First mentioned as son of King Ahaz in 2 Kings 16:20, mother called Abi or Abijah (meaning fatherly 

or Father of Jah (Jah meaning Yahweh)), daughter of Zechariah (2 Kings 18:2, 2 Chr 29:1).  

• “The bible describes him as a king who had a close relationship with God.” NKJV Life Application 
Study Bible  

• Hezekiah reigned as king over Judah, from ca 715-697 BC.  “Around 722 BC, the Assyrians 
conquered Israel and exiled the inhabitants of the northern kingdom. The southern kingdom 
survived, but it remained a vassal state of Assyria and continued to pay tribute to the Assyrian king. 
The situation changed dramatically around 705 BC when Hezekiah severed Judah’s ties with 
Assyria (v. 7). The Assyrian king, Sennacherib, invaded Judah in 701 BC, destroying dozens of cities 
(v. 13). He blockaded Jerusalem and taunted Hezekiah for trusting in Yahweh. Hezekiah cried out to 
God, who saved Jerusalem by sending the Angel of Yahweh to destroy the Assyrian army (19:14–
37).”1 

•      2 Kings 18:3 “according to all that his father David had done.” “David was the standard for good,       
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kingly behavior because he chose to worship Yahweh and Yahweh alone. Hezekiah and Josiah 
provide the only fully positive comparisons with David (2 Kings 22:2).”2 

• God blessed Hezekiah (for his faithfulness) 2 Chr 32:29, 30. 

• Meaning of the name Hezekiah: Jehovah is my strength, a combination of Strong and Yehova  

 

Parallel text;  

• Isaiah 38-39 & 2 Chr 32:24-33. 

• Calculation of years according to the parallel text; 

• 25 years (becomes king, reigns for 29 years (age 54) (2 Kings 18:2)) 

+ 15 years added when becoming sick unto death (2 Kings 20:6)  

54-15=39 years old when 2 kings 20:1-11 happens  

Isaiah 36:1 states that Hezekiah was king for 14 years when Sennacherib king of Assyria 
attacked.  

25+14=39 years old when attacked  

2 Kings 20:1 In those days most likely referring to the days mentioned before, i.e. 
Sennacherib's attack, siege and threat.  

Did Hezekiah become sick during or after the attack? 

•     What some commentators say: 

“Immediately after the termination of this war, Hezekiah “was sick unto death,” owing, as the 
sacred historian strongly intimates, to his heart being improperly elevated on occasion of this 
miraculous deliverance, and not sufficiently acknowledging the hand of God in it, 2 Kings 20; 
Isaiah 38.3 

“The implication is that this episode (taking about the illness) took place during the siege of 
Jerusalem, and this is supported by the report of the length of Hezekiah’s reign.4 

“In those days - that is, sometime after Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah (2 Kings 18:13) but 
before his final siege of Jerusalem - Hezekiah became severely ill.”5 

•     God promises deliverance from the king of Assyria, i.e. Sennacherib. This implies that Sennacherib,       
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3 A Biblical and Theological Dictionary Hezekiah 
4 Central and Eastern European Bible Commentary 18:1–20:21 Hezekiah of Judah 
5 The Applied Old Testament Commentary 
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at that moment, is causing some form of oppression or threat. 2 Kings 20:6 ESV “I will deliver you    
and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria, and I will  defend this city for my own sake and for 
my servant David’s sake.”    

Answer: Hezekiah became ill during the oppression of Sennacherib 

 

What kind of sickness struck Hezekiah? 

• Isaiah 38:21 tells us that there is a “boil” > shekheen = to burn; inflammation. Also translated as 
“ulcerated sore” No other information is available.  

Answer: precise illness unknown. Most likely, some inflammation or an ulcerated sore that leads to 
death.  

 

Hezekiah receives the message that his life will end. 

 How would we respond? 

• Hezekiah prays 

“Our prayers testify to our faith in Him and our dependence upon Him.” Thomas Hale, The Applied 
Old Testament Commentary 

• Turned his face to the wall, speaking of dissociation, solitude, perhaps even sadness or a 
humbling gesture towards repentance (Gen 9:23, 1 Kings 21:4,  2 Chr 6:42, 2 Chr 30:9, Dan 
10:15). 

• Hezekiah prays specifically for remembrance of his righteous behaviour. Deut 6:1-2 & 2 Sam 
22:21 show us that, if indeed he was righteous, his days should be long and not cut short. 
However, 2 Chr 32:25-26 tells us that his heart was proud.  This is seen by what follows after 
his healing in 2 Kings 20:12-19 and Isaiah 39.  

Potentially, pride was the cause of the illness. Compare this prayer to the one prayed before in 2 Kings 
19:15-19 

› NT: Pride is as serious a problem now as it was then, Mark 7:22, 1 John 2:16. 

• The language pointed to the LORD is changed to language pointed to Hezekiah himself.  

• I have walked (2 Kings 20:3), meaning “to serve” (1 Kings 8:23, 25; 9:4) 

› NT: Death will be the last enemy destroyed (1 Cor 15:26), until that time we to will be subject to 
death.  

› NT: Not praying according to the will of the Father results in unanswered prayers (Deut 3:23-26, 2 Cor 
12:7-9, James 4:3). As we walk closer and closer with Jesus, we will pray for those things that are 
according to His will. It is then that we will see an increase in answered prayers (Matt 7:7).   
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God hears Hezekiah and lets Isaiah return with a message of hope. 

The leader of my people; the Hebrew word used here, nagid, means “ruler” or “leader.” It is an archaic 
term that frequently occurs early in the monarchic period and is often associated with David (see 1 
Sam 9:16; 2 Sam 5:2; 7:8; 1 Kgs 1:35). By using nagid of Hezekiah here, the author of the book of Kings 
connects him with King David.6 

• I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears (2 Kings 20:5) 

• God hears and God sees El Roi (Gen 16:13) 

El Roi, meaning "God of seeing" or "The God who sees", is a name given to God by Hagar in 
Genesis 16:13 when Hagar, fleeing from mistreatment, encounters God in the wilderness. “The 
name reflects Hagar's realisation that God saw her in her distress and responded with 
benevolence, contrary to her expectation of facing death.” 7 “The concept of El Roi emphasises 
God's attentiveness to individuals, highlighting His omniscience and personal care.”8 This name 
is significant as it's the only instance in the Old Testament where a human names God. El Roi 
represents God's active, caring presence, not from afar but up close and personal.  

When did we notice God “seeing” us?  

 

2 Kings 20:5  The third day 

• The third day represents new life, or new beginning 

• Gen 1:13 Life is brought into creation on the third day 

› NT: A link to the NT is easily made in this case. Jesus rose the third day (Luke 18:33; 24:7; 24:21, 26, 
Acts 10:40, 1 Cor 15:4) 

• Shows quick (miraculous) recovery from a deadly illness 

•     What some commentators say: 

“The perfect recovery from a dangerous sickness, within so short a time, shows the miraculous 
character of the cure (see his thanksgiving song, Isa. 38:9)”9 

“On the third day; which shows that the cure was miraculous. Thou shalt go up unto the house of 
the Lord, to give me solemn praise for this mercy; which proves the perfection of the cure.”10 

 
6 Faithlife Study Bible Chapter 20 
7 Herbert Lockyer, All the Divine Names and Titles in the Bible, The All Series (Zondervan, 2013), 10. 
8 Gregory Brown, Theology Proper: Knowing God the Father, 3rd Edition., The Bible Teacher’s Guide (BTG 
Publishing, 2018), 181. 
9 A Commentary, Critical, Experimental, and Practical, on the Old and New Testaments, Vol. II: Joshua–
Esther Chapter 20 
10 Matthew Poole’s Commentary on the Holy Bible, Volumes 1–3 Chapter 20 
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2 Kings 20:7 Healing 

• Take a lump of figs; only mentioned here and Isaiah 38:21 (parallel)  

“Ancient Near Eastern texts often attribute healing properties to figs.”11 

• We have seen sickness (possibly unto repentance), we’ve seen the word of God return to 
Hezekiah, and now we see “medicine” being applied. All working together to bring about 
Hezekiah’s healing.  

• Rashi (Jewish Rabbi and commentator) states in his comment; “A miracle within a miracle, for 
even healthy flesh - when you place a cake of pressed figs upon it, decays, yet the Holy One, 
Blessed be He, puts an injurious substance upon vulnerable tissue and it becomes healed.”12  

 

2 Kings 20:8 Asking for a sign  

• The reason for asking is not mentioned, however, it does speak of a search for reassurance. Fully 
knowing that what the LORD spoke, he will do, asks faith. Hezekiah could have known that what the 
Lord spoke, he did according to Num 23:19 (see: Extra information, scriptural influence). 

› NT: We can trust in the word of the Lord itself, for he who calls you is faithful, he will surely do it! 1 
Thess 5:24. It is not inherently bad to ask for a confirming sign. However, when it is from a place of 
religion, we will not receive it (Mt 12:38; Mt 16:1; Mk 8:11; Lu 4:23; Lu 11:16; Lu 11:29; Jn 2:18; Jn 
6:30; 1 Co 1:22). 

 

2 Kings 20:9-11 Sundial of Ahaz 

• Looking at 2 Chr 32:24 (and gave him a sign) it, most likely, was a local happening, not global.  

• What some commentators say: 

“Speculation on how the sign was effected has not produced a satisfactory answer.”13 

“This sundial was perhaps a stone stairway with steps to mark out the hours. The king could 
see it from his palace window.”14 

“Some interpreters say God’s glory illuminated the area, moving the shadow in reverse.”15 

Rashi comments: “The shade has already advanced to the steps that are made for the hours of 
the day like the clocks that people make to determine the hours of the day. Do you wish it to 
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13 The New Bible Commentary 18:1–20:21 Hezekiah 
14 Wiersbe’s Expository Outlines on the Old Testament Chapters 18–20 
15 The Teacher’s Bible Commentary Renewal in Judah under Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:1–20:21) 
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wait in the place where it is, as long as it takes to go in ten hours, or should it go back up ten 
steps so that it will appear as though it is morning?” 16 

Meaning that going back ten steps is going back in time 10 hours. This would mean from the 
afternoon, back to morning. Comment on verse 10 would partially read as follows: “Not so, but let 
the shade go back, and the thing will be a marvel, for they saw that the day was turning toward 
evening, and it returns to be morning.”17 

The Applied Old Testament commentary writes, “It is not known how the Lord accomplished this 
miracle. It is not necessary to suppose that He reversed the Earth’s rotation on its axis. More likely, 
He produced a local change in the atmosphere which caused the sun’s rays to shift.” 

Sometimes we just don’t know! What do we do then? 

 

Extra information: 

Chronology 

A word on the chronology of chapters 18,19, and 20. “Events are not related in chronological order in 
these chapters. The reason seems to be that this incident and the one that followed (12–19) did not 
show Hezekiah in a very good light. They are deliberately separated from the rest in order to provide a 
contrast with the picture in chs. 18–19. And they are placed here rather than earlier because they 
provide a bridge to the reign of Manasseh and its consequences.”18 

“Third day” expository 

The following comments are made on 2 Kings 19:29 ‘third year’ statement in the expositors Bible 
Commentary. “The possibility of divine superintendence even in timing these events to concur with the 
sabbatical year and the Year of Jubilee, followed by a third year of newness of life’s activities, may 
perhaps take on a different nuance. This possibility depends on whether the concurrence can be shown 
to be related to the use of the numeral three in specialized contexts. The motif of the third day/year 
(etc.) can be employed to: (1) emphasize decisiveness of action or the resolution of problems (Ge 
34:25; 40:18–20; 42:18; 1 Sa 20:12; 1 Ki 12:12; Est 5:1); (2) set aside a day of specialized activity (Ex 
19:1, 15; Nu 19:12, 19; 31:19; 2 Ki 20:5, 8); (3) do spiritual service for God (Ezr 6:15); and (4) observe 
spiritual sacrifice and communion in newness of walk with God (Lev 7:17; Lk 13:32; 24:5b–7, 21, 44–
49; Ac 10:40; 1 Co 15:4;”19 

Scriptural Influence  

Hezekiah’s possibly had a great influence on a large part of the Hebrew Old Testament. “We have 
indications in the Bible that during Hezekiah’s last fifteen years of rule, he was busy with the 'men of 
Hezekiah” (a group of scribes, Prov. 25:1) copying out the OT Scriptures and putting them in order. Many 
fine scholars believe that the “Songs of Degrees” (Ps. 120–134) were especially put together to 
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19 The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Volume 3: 1 Samuel–2 Kings (Revised Edition) Notes 
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commemorate Hezekiah’s sickness and recovery. Also, you find the Hebrew letters “H Z K” at the end of 
many OT books in the Hebrew manuscripts. It would seem that, in gratitude to God for what He did, 
Hezekiah devoted the last fifteen years of his life to putting the OT Scriptures in order for the people.”20 

Archaeological influence  

Facing the threat of invasion from Sennacherib caused Hezekiah dug a tunnel from the Gihon spring to 
the pool of Siloam. Archaeologists found an inscription inside the tunnel reading “was being dug out. It 
was cut in the following manner… axes, each man toward his fellow, and where there were three cubits 
to be cut through, the voice of one man calling to the other was heard, showing that he was deviating to 
the right. When the tunnel was driven through, the excavators met man to man, axe to axe, and the 
water flowed for 1200 cubits from the spring of the reservoir. The height of the rock above the head of 
the excavators was 100 cubits.” (45 approx. meter) The archaeology confirms the scripture (2 Chr 
32:30), showing that the bible can be trusted.  
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